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NOTES ON CURRENT AND RECENT EVENTS. 

Proposed Changes In the Criminal Code of France. — The most important 
of some changes in the criminal code of France, recently suggested by M. Juhen 
Goujcn, would make it the duty of the clerk of the court of assizes to keep a 
complete record of the entire testimony of all witnesses subpoenaed by both par- 
ties, when they appear for the first time before that court. The preamble of 
this proposition suggests further changes that contemplate important altera- 
tions in the president's examination. Within recent years this has, in most 
cases, come to assume the proportions of a real charge to the jury, whereas it 
should be nothing more than an impartial exposition of the case. Another 
proposal seeks to require the jury to accompany its verdict, in certain cases, 
with an enumeration of the precise points on which the decision is based, to- 
gether with the testimony and evidence which led to the decision.' 

Fropoeed Reforms in French Criminal Procedure. — The extra-parlia- 
mentary commission, established by the minister of justice, Berthon, has re- 
cently submitted to the French Parliament two proposed reforms in criminal 
procedure. The first proposes to regulate the provisional discharge of an ac- 
cused person brought before the court of assizes. Until his appearance before 
that court, the commission suggests that the court of indictment shall have 
power to accord to him the benefits of provisional freedom. Moreover, after 
the accused has appeared before the court of assizes, he may still demand 
provisional liberty from the court of indictment provided the case is not 
definitely settled. 

The second proposal intends to modify the procedure before the court of 
assizes. It does away with the act of indictment and replaces it by a revival of 
the oral statement of the representative of the public ministry. The purpose of 
this statement is to give the jury a general summary of the case, in order that 
they may follow more intelligently the testimony of the witnesses. The examina- 
tion by the president is also eliminated and the court proceeds at once to an 
examination of the witnesses. Both parties arc given the right to question 
the witnesses directly; that is, without appealing to the president and running the 
risk of his refusing to allow the question. The president, judges, and jurymen 
may likewise demand of a witness whatever information they may deem neces 
sary.' 

Establishment of the Criminological Institute of St. Petersburg. — On 
January 24, 1908, the new Criminological Institute of St. Petersburg was opened 
for the study of criminology and the allied sciences. It is the only private institu 
tion of the kind in the world and its establishment was due mainly to the efforts 
of Professor W. M. Bechterew, the eminent Russian psycho-neurologist. The 
commission of specialists who worked out the plan of the Institute agreed upon 
the following fundamental principles : 

The first work of the Criminological Institute as a special institution of learn- 
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CRIMINOLOGICAL INSTITUTE— WHITE SLAVE ACT. 

ing must consist above all things in a broad, scientific study of crime, and ot 
those social and economic factors which this abnormal phenomenon of the 
social life calls forth. Further, says Bechterew, "the Criminological Institute 
must provide for a fundamental systematizing of the scientific material which 
explains the problem of criminality. And for this reason the causes which 
generate and nourish crime must be investigated and the most useful means 
for rational combat against growing criminality must be found. Systematic 
research in the field of criminal anthropology and physiological psychology must 
not be neglected. In order to come in closer touch with criminals and thereby 
to become better acquainted with their peculiarities, it would be very desirable 
for the professors of the Institute to obtain permission to enter the prisons. 
Also it would be very useful to make observations upon the criminal youth who 
are pupils in the agricultural colonies." 

The following subjects will be treated in the Criminological Institute: 
(i) History of crime; (2) Criminal sociology; (3) The combat against crime; 
(4) Criminal law;' (5) The doctrine of judicial tribunals on criminal law; 
(6) History of juridical political doctrines; (7) Comparative history of law; 
(8) History of economic doctrines; (9) Legal medicine; (10) Criminal 
anthropology, and psychology of crime; (11) General psychopathology ; (12) 
Forensic psychiatry; (13) Pathological psychology; (14) Hypnotism and doc- 
trine of suggestion. J. VV. G. 

The White Slave Traffic Act.— An act of Congress, approved June 25 
of the present year and known as the White Slave Traffic Act, prohibits the 
transportation from one state or territory to another, or from foreign coun- 
tries, of women for the purpose of prostitution, debauchery or other immoral 
purpose, under a penalty of not exceeding $5,000, or imprisonment for a term 
of not more than five years, or both, in the discretion of the court. Any person 
found guilty of persuading, inducing, enticing or coercing any woman to go 
from one state or territory to another, or from any foreign country, for pur- 
poses of prostitution, shall be subject to the same penalty. If the female so 
enticed, or coerced, be under the age of eighteen years, the penalty shall be a fine 
of not more than $10,000, or imprisonment for a term of not more than ten years, 
or both. 

The Act charges th'e Commissioner-General of Immigration with receiving 
information concerning the procuration of alien women for purposes of prosti- 
tution, in accordance with the terms nf the international agreement of May, 
1904, relating to the white slsive traffic, and adhered to by the United States 
Government, June 6, igo8, and with exercising supervision over such alien 
women and with ascertaining who induced them to leave their native country. 

J. W. G. 

Crime and Tattooing. — ^Tattooing was one of the specific characteristics 
which the late Prof. Lombroso declared definitive of his alleged "born criminal" 
type. Lombroso considered tattooing "one of the essential characteristics of 
primitive man and of the man who is still living in a savage state." He claimed 
that tattooing is very common among criminals, and interpreted it as nn indication 
of atavism. In an article in the Archives d'aittltropologie cnminelle for April. 
iQog, entitled "Criminalite ct Tatouage," H. Leale considers the relation be- 
tween crime and tattooing, and finds its significance in the fact that the majority 
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